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President’s Message for Final Newsletter of 2004

Donna Getcliffe, Meridian Health, President, HPMSNJ
As we wrap up another successful year, I’d like to just touch upon a few key issues that made this year one of HPMSNJ’s best throughout its 25 years of existence!

We began this year with a membership base of about 50 active members.  In less than a year, we increased our membership by about 90% to almost 90 members.  The majority of new members joined as a result of our initiative to reach out to the former members of the New Jersey Health Care Public Relations and Marketing Association.  Our remaining new members joined because of the outreach efforts we have collectively been involved in throughout the year.  

We held two half-day educational programs this year, one in the spring and one in the fall, on the advice of Fred Hipp, 2004 Past-President. Historically, our half-day programs have drawn the most attendance.  In taking Fred’s advice, the Board and Educational Program Committee had two very successful programs that appealed to members and non-members.

In September, a “Membership Meet & Greet” welcomed our newest public relations and marketing members.  A brief presentation about “Crisis Communications” preceded the remainder of the meeting that reviewed our Society benefits, committees, etc.  This meeting was well received by all!

Almost all communication with our members was electronic this year.  The only paper mailing was the invitation to our 25th Anniversary Annual Meeting.  I received several member e-mails thanking me for keeping them updated on Society and industry news via e-mail, as it is a more efficient way to keep in touch with extremely busy people!

Lastly I must acknowledge how successful this Society Newsletter has been throughout the year.  This idea was initiated in the beginning of the year, and we promised we would “publish” it four times throughout the year.  Anthony Stanowski has done a wonderful job in creating & implementing a wonderful “e-newsletter” to keep our members “in the loop”. 

Thank you to the 2004 HPMSNJ Officers, Board Members, Committees and members for helping to make this year one of our very best!  It has been a great pleasure serving as your President this year.  I look forward to another successful year in 2005!

I wish you all Happy Holidays and a Safe and Healthy New Year!

2004 HPMSNJ Annual Meeting Celebrates Silver Anniversary

Alisa Wasserman, HPMSNJ Vice President (973) 228-9000

Date: Friday, December 10, 2004  Location: Forsgate Country Club, Jamesburg, NJ.

HPMSNJ’s 25th Annual Meeting is at the Forsgate County Club on December 10, 2004.  If you did not receive an invitation, go to our web site www.HPMSNJ.org to access the invitation on line.
We look so forward to celebrating our Silver Anniversary and to meet our incredible presenter Rosita Hall, whose topic is “All Aboard the Change Train…Do You Have Your Ticket?”. 

Rosita will discuss how to (1) understand the five simple truths about change, (2) engage in a personal revolution; control the controllable, (3) utilize your personal safety net and (4) understand and deal with new workplace realities. 

A large turnout is anticipated this year because of the many new members in our society.  We look forward to a great event.

Member News

Sandy Josephson, Director of Public Relations, Methaney Medical and Educational Center, writes: In September, the Matheny School and Hospital changed its name to the Matheny Medical and Educational Center.  This change reflects the breadth of medical and therapeutic services now offered by the 58-year-old facility for children and adults with developmental disabilities.

Matheny was founded in 1946 by Walter and Marguerite Matheny as a school for children with cerebral palsy. It developed over the years into a residential facility for children and adults with multiple disabilities. With the opening of the Matheny Center of Medicine and Dentistry in May, 2003, it has become a comprehensive medical center designed to meet the healthcare needs of persons with all types of disabilities.  

For more information about the Matheny Medical and Educational Center, go to www.matheny.org.

Gwenn Karel Levine writes: I want to extend a BIG thank you to the members of HPMSNJ for sending me a large basket of fruit following my mother's death last September.  The basket came with an accompanying card that stated, "We extend our deepest sympathy for your loss."  I was totally surprised and deeply grateful for this thoughtful gift.

Just a note of humor: I found the basket at my back door on the evening of Nov. 3, when I had just returned from five days of campaigning for John Kerry in Ohio.  At first I thought my family had chipped in to send me their condolences along with comfort food!  In my disheartened post-election mood, HPMSNJ's gesture of friendship and kindness helped to lift my spirits. Thank you so much.

Another New HPMSNJ Corporate Sponsor

The last Newsletter proudly introduced Innovative Health Solutions as the fourth HPMSNJ Corporate Silver Sponsor, adding to the existing sponsorships, Solucient, New Solutions, Inc. and Health Strategies & Solutions, Inc.  I am extremely pleased to announce another Silver Sponsor:

DataBay Resources




(http://www.databayresources.com)

DataBay Resources (Warrendale, PA) provides warehousing of state data and other data sets to support healthcare providers in strategic planning and generating reports.  These reports provide critical information about an organization's markets, utilization patterns, medical staff activity and resource utilization.  Data solutions include decision support tools, data services, consulting services and report services.  Datasets available include inpatient, ambulatory, market, demographic, financial and benchmarking data.

Robert Nestor is a Product Marketing Specialist with DataBay and became an HPMSNJ member in October.

We welcome Robert to the Society and thank DataBay for their sponsorship!

HPMSNJ is very grateful to its other corporate sponsors:

Health Strategies & Solutions, Inc (www.hss-inc.com) 



New Solutions, Inc. (www.newsolutionsinc.com)

Solucient 





(www.Solucient.com)


Innovative Health Solutions

(www.innovativehealthsolutions.com)

Vertices, Inc (website sponsor)

(www.Vertices.com)

Please click on the links or visit our website (www.HPMSNJ.org) to learn more about each sponsor or to learn how to become a corporate sponsor.

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HPMSNJ benefits from our corporate sponsors in many ways.  Their sponsorships contribute greatly in helping us to provide HPMSNJ members with excellent educational programs & speakers, help us produce a very informative website and help us overall with our day-to-day activities.

In return, HPMSNJ provides value to their organizations in several ways.  Benefits are dependent on the level of sponsorship, but can include free memberships, marketing opportunities at our meetings, recognition on our website, and recognition in our newsletters.  To learn more about corporate sponsorship, please contact Donna Getcliffe at 732-751-7580.   

From The Newsletter Editor

Anthony C. Stanowski, Communications Committee Co-Chair, Vice President, Solucient (215) 591-9240

This edition of the newsletter marks the last that I will edit.  Much work was done this year to create an infrastructure to gather, define, and disseminate information.  Among others, Fred Hipp, Renie Carniol, Wansoo Im, and especially Donna Getcliffe have been instrumental in the approach we have taken, and have really guided the process.  As with any project, though, there is much work that needs to be done.

Next year, Megan Fraser, the Director of Marketing for Valley Hospital, will be assuming the reigns.  We have talked to ensure a good transition, and Megan has many good ideas as to the direction of the newsletter.  I think you will see a more robust newsletter, and one that will provide more value for our members.

I appreciate the opportunity to work with the Board, and I am honored to be nominated for the position of HPMSNJ Secretary.  

Looking forward to a great 2005!
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